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Steal something worth < $5 Steal something worth > $50 Break in building or vehicle
Use force against someone Attack SomeoneAll Blacks Hispanics Whites
Number of respondents 4310 1137 890 2166
Percent arrested for any offense 9.79 12.83 11.05 9.03
Percent arrested for theft 2.78 2.74 2.25 3.01
Percent who stole something 39.07 34.37 35.63 40.49
Percent who stole something worth > $50 10.17 10.46 10.26 9.85
Percent who stole a vehicle 1.73 1.77 2.03 1.71
Avg. number of thefts > $50 in the last year                           
(of those who stole) 4.18 4.78 3.03 4.07
Avg. number of thefts > $50 in the last year 0.42 0.48 0.33 0.40
Persons arrested for theft / persons who stole 0.07 0.08 0.06 0.07
Persons arrested for theft / persons who stole > $50 0.27 0.26 0.22 0.31
Persons arrested for theft / persons who stole a vehicle 1.61 1.55 1.11 1.76
Arrests for theft / number of thefts > $50 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.09












   Robbery 24.7 27.8 58.3 16.2
   Assault 59.4 42.8 47.6 20.4
   Burglary 13.6 14.1 52.3 7.4
   Larceny-Theft 19.7 19.8 27.6 5.5
   Motor Vehicle Theft 14.8 12.7 73.0 9.3
1997
   Robbery 26.3 27.5 55.8 15.4
   Assault 58.5 53.2 43.7 23.2
   Burglary 13.8 14.6 51.8 7.6
   Larceny-Theft 19.8 19.5 27.9 5.4
   Motor Vehicle Theft 14.0 12.5 79.8 10.0
Notes:
1 An offense is 'cleared by arrest' when at least one person is arrested, charged with the
   crime, and turned over to the court for prosecution.
2 Arrests per 100,000 inhabitants divided by known offenses per 100,000 inhabitants.
3 Percent of crimes reported to police by the victim
4 Arrests per known offense (column 2) adjusted for reporting rates (column 3).
Table 2: National Arrest Rates by Crime from the FBI's Uniform Crime ReportsAll Blacks Hispanics Whites
A) All Individuals 60.77 49.17 54.45 64.59
(0.62) (1.27) (1.36) (0.82)
B) Individuals who reported stealing 53.28 44.73 44.31 55.88
     something worth more than $50 1.97 (3.82) (4.18) (2.68)
C) Individuals who reported stealing a car 49.66 47.00 33.71 49.59
(4.06) (9.50) (8.22) (5.61)
D) Weighted by number of thefts worth 40.62 37.39 39.29 44.12
      more than $50 (2.23) (13.88) (16.96) (6.65)
Standard errors in parentheses.
Table 3: Mean Perceived Probabilities (in %) of Arrest for Auto Theft (NLSY97)Variable    (1) (2) (3)
Intercept     78.617** 83.014** 68.226**
(6.556) (7.135) (12.951)
age         -0.750* -0.655 0.145
(0.448) (0.472) (0.897)
black                 -14.512** -14.400** -8.590**
(1.710) (1.823) (3.060)
hispanic -8.507** -9.418** -2.466
(1.866) (2.031) (3.113)
living in MSA                          -1.432 -2.466 -3.418
(1.565) (1.716) (2.423)
living in South -2.275 -3.618** -6.221**
(1.630) (1.797) (2.513)
living in Northeast -6.578** -9.106** -10.777**
(1.810) (2.059) (2.958)
living in West -2.489 -3.824* -5.625**
(1.840) (1.981) (2.742)
State Probability of Arrest -0.329** -0.384**
(0.127) (0.175)
living with both parents   1.998
(2.009)
family income (1000's of $)                         0.000
(0.024)
PIAT score (percentile)   0.100**
(0.030)
mother a teenager at birth                                -2.027
(3.068)
gangs in neighborhood/school     -1.685
(1.943)
R-square 0.027 0.030 0.033
Number of observations 4,022 3,585 1,754
* Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 4: OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Arrest for Auto Theft
(NLSY97)Percent black 16.45
Percent hispanic 4.25
Average number of arrests 0.17
Percent arrested 11.86
Percent arrested for a property offense
1 1.14
Percent arrested for a violent offense
2 0.71
Percent who stole something worth < $5 22.00
Percent who stole something worth > $50 4.00
Percent who broke into a building or vehicle 2.43
Percent using force to get money or things 0.71
Percent attacking someone to hurt or kill them 9.14
Table 5: Self-Reported Crime and Arrests from 1984-1986 (NYS)
1 Arrests for property offenses include various forms of theft, evading payment, 
burglary, breaking and entering, and dealing in stolen goods.
2 Arrests for violent offenses include assault, robbery, and harassment.Crime All Blacks Hispanics Whites
(i) Steal something worth $5 or less 33.84 43.55 38.37 31.86
(0.79) (2.20) (4.21) (0.85)
(ii) Steal something worth more than $50 57.81 63.10 58.57 56.78
(0.76) (2.09) (4.36) (0.84)
(iii) Break into a building or vehicle 62.49 67.22 66.33 61.54
(0.76) (2.06) (4.22) (0.83)
(iv) Use force to get money or things 64.55 64.57 66.33 64.41
(0.74) (2.04) (4.51) (0.81)
(v) Attack someone to hurt or kill them 72.00 72.12 70.61 72.08
(0.73) (2.11) (4.76) (0.78)
Sample Size 1468 245 49 1151
Standard errors in parentheses.
Table 6: Mean Perceived Probabilities (in %) of Arrest (NYS 1983 & 1986)Crime
Did not commit 




Number of Crimes 
Committed
(i) Steal something worth $5 or less 35.64 19.19 35.97
         (standard error) 0.85 (1.62) (1.76)
           [sample size] [1307] [161] [161]
(ii) Steal something worth more than $50 57.94 53.00 46.55
         (standard error) (0.77) (4.89) (4.48)
           [sample size] [1428] [40] [40]
(iii) Break into a building or vehicle 62.77 51.67 44.67
         (standard error) (0.77) (5.86) (7.04)
           [sample size] [1432] [36] [36]
(iv) Use force to get money or things 64.50 56.25 60.83
         (standard error) (0.74) (13.88) (11.41)
           [sample size] [1455] [8] [8]
(v) Attack someone to hurt or kill them 73.43 54.78 52.76
         (standard error) (0.73) (3.24) (3.29)
           [sample size] [1355] [113] [113]
Standard errors in parentheses. Sample sizes in brackets.
Table 7: Mean Perceived Probabilities (in %) of Arrest (NYS 1983 & 1986)(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)















Intercept     39.74** 99.68** 93.09** 80.18** 63.38**
(13.15) (12.83) (12.76) (12.55) (12.63)
neighborhood crime -1.15 -0.38 -1.36 -0.31 -2.55
(2.59) (2.52) (2.51) (2.47) (2.49)
neighborhood disarray -3.86 -1.75 -1.14 -1.51 2.18
(3.04) (2.97) (2.95) (2.90) (2.92)
black                 12.63** 8.28** 7.35* 3.42 2.89
(3.95) (3.85) (3.83) (3.76) (3.79)
hispanic 8.16 3.85 5.16 0.47 -0.67
(6.21) (6.06) (6.03) (5.92) (5.96)
poor 0.20 -3.21 -4.19 -3.10 -3.21
(3.14) (3.06) (3.05) (3.00) (3.02)
living with both parents   -1.72 -4.23 -5.93** -7.44** -3.33
(2.88) (2.81) (2.80) (2.75) (2.77)
mother graduate from HS -1.63 1.95 -1.04 -1.34 2.27
(2.80) (2.73) (2.72) (2.67) (2.69)
father graduate from HS -2.21 -4.97* -5.84** -3.24 -5.51**
(2.95) (2.87) (2.86) (2.81) (2.83)
age -0.11 -1.77** -1.06* -0.39 0.59
(0.60) (0.58) (0.58) (0.57) (0.57)
rural 5.49** 7.87** 5.88** 8.46** 5.55**
(2.78) (2.72) (2.70) (2.66) (2.67)
central city -2.11 -1.60 0.02 0.03 0.73
(2.96) (2.88) (2.87) (2.82) (2.84)
R-square 0.0360 0.0463 0.0381 0.0331 0.0200
Number of observations 665 665 665 665 665
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 8: OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Arrest (NYS 1983)Variable    (i) (ii)
Intercept     18.86 18.83
(12.90) (12.87)
Steal something worth > $50 since 1997 -3.54
(4.00)
Attack someone since 1997 -4.60
(2.57)
Sell drugs since 1997 -10.96**
(3.53)
number of times respondent -0.21
   stole something worth > $50 since 1997 (0.19)
number of times respondent -0.52**
   attacked someone since 1997 (0.20)
number of times respondent -0.29**
   sold drugs since 1997 (0.09)
perceived probability of arrest  0.21** 0.21**
   for auto theft in 1997 (in %) (0.02) (0.02)
arrested since 1997 9.59**
(3.38)
number of times arrested since 1997 4.05**
(1.28)




living with both parents   0.40 0.48
(1.78) (1.77)
mother a teenager at birth -3.77 -3.72
(2.74) (2.74)
PIAT score (percentile)   0.10** 0.11**
(0.03) (0.03)
age         1.68** 1.61**
(0.82) (0.81)
living in South 1.63 1.32
(2.21) (2.20)
living in Northeast 1.61 1.69
(2.56) (2.56)
living in West 5.43** 5.22**
(2.55) (2.55)
living in MSA                          -2.34 -2.08
(2.10) (2.10)
gangs in neighborhood/school     -0.88 -1.18
(1.77) (1.76)
R-square 0.0837 0.0862
Number of observations 2,207 2,206
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 9: Belief Updating in the NLSY97
OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Arrest in 1998(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)















Intercept     43.87** 17.36 19.65 27.43* 43.42**
(18.16) (14.25) (14.24) (14.04) (13.69)
commit respective crime -9.58** -11.26* -27.72** -18.15 -20.46**
    in 1984 or 1985 (4.06) (6.67) (10.10) (15.20) (5.09)
perceived prob. of arrest 0.32** 0.35** 0.39** 0.38** 0.29**
   in 1983 (in %) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)
ever arrested since 1984 8.08** 5.83* 5.65 4.64 0.49
(4.09) (3.49) (3.50) (3.51) (3.43)
black                 6.53 0.77 0.03 -5.89 -4.93
(4.65) (3.67) (3.70) (3.66) (3.61)
hispanic -2.77 -3.95 0.47 4.59 0.08
(8.18) (6.12) (6.17) (6.10) (6.03)
poor 4.35 7.08** 2.94 3.22 1.25
(8.70) (2.94) (2.96) (2.94) (2.89)
living with both parents   -2.66 4.27 -2.10 0.75 2.32
(3.45) (2.77) (2.79) (2.77) (2.72)
mother graduate from HS -2.99 -4.72* -2.36 -2.19 -4.83*
(3.38) (2.67) (2.70) (2.66) (2.63)
father graduate from HS -1.50 1.11 0.20 2.22 6.10**
(3.49) (2.79) (2.80) (2.77) (2.74)
age         -0.89 0.55 0.75 0.43 0.27
(0.73) (0.55) (0.55) (0.55) (0.54)
rural 2.63 3.54 3.56 -0.31 -1.57
(4.17) (3.02) (30.32) (3.00) (2.97)
central city -1.57 -0.12 1.74 0.78 -0.36
(3.15) (2.52) (2.53) (2.51) (2.47)
R-square 0.1928 0.1643 0.1861 0.1597 0.1334
Number of observations 358 580 580 579 580
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 10: Belief Updating in the NYS
OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Arrest in 1986(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)















Intercept     45.66** 18.78 20.56 28.29** 42.93**
(18.22) (14.22) (14.15) (13.96) (13.63)
commit respective crime -9.36** -12.01* -34.67** -25.54 -21.44**
    in 1984 or 1985 (4.20) (6.90) (10.59) (15.99) (5.10)
perceived prob. of arrest 0.32** 0.35** 0.39** 0.38** 0.29**
   in 1983 (in %) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)
arrested for a violent or 6.85 9.59 21.12** 15.58* 11.27
   property crime since 1984 (8.47) (8.32) (8.46) (8.43) (7.93)
black                 6.27 0.71 0.00 -5.92 -4.80
(4.67) (3.68) (3.69) (3.65) (3.60)
hispanic -2.73 -3.95 0.06 4.34 -0.20
(8.23) (6.13) (6.15) (6.09) (6.02)
poor 3.90 6.79** 2.59 3.03 1.16
(3.72) (2.94) (2.94) (2.93) (2.89)
living with both parents   -3.38 3.72 -2.61 0.35 2.33
(3.44) (2.75) (2.76) (2.74) (2.70)
mother graduate from HS -3.69 -4.88* -2.31 -2.07 -4.52*
(3.38) (2.67) (2.68) (2.66) (2.62)
father graduate from HS -1.17 1.34 0.55 2.39 6.19**
(3.51) (2.79) (2.79) (2.77) (2.74)
age         -0.89 0.53 0.73 0.41 0.26
(0.73) (0.55) (0.55) (0.55) (0.54)
rural 2.46 3.41 3.42 -0.33 -1.49
(4.19) (3.02) (3.02) (3.00) (2.96)
central city -1.59 -0.10 1.89 0.83 -0.23
(3.17) (2.52) (2.53) (2.50) (2.47)
R-square 0.1853 0.1621 0.1912 0.1622 0.1364
Number of observations 358 580 580 579 580
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 11: Belief Updating in the NYS
OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Arrest in 1986Crime/Delinquency Average Effect Participation Rate % Change in Participation
Auto Theft -0.0007 0.0162 -4.46
Steal something worth < $50 -0.0052** 0.1605 -3.22
Steal something worth > $50 -0.0024** 0.0610 -3.87
Sell drugs -0.0040** 0.0774 -5.17
Other property crime -0.0017 0.0670 -2.59
Destroy property -0.0056** 0.1833 -3.05
Attack or hurt someone -0.0043** 0.1406 -3.08
Smoke marajuana -0.0033 0.1929 -1.70
Smoke cigarettes -0.0042* 0.3421 -1.22
Drink alcohol -0.0032 0.4525 -0.71
* Significant at 0.10 level.  ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 12: Mean Effect of a 10% Increase in the1997 Perceived Chance of Arrest
Note: All probits control for age and age-squared, race/ethnicity (black and hispanic), residence in an MSA, living 
with both natural parents, teenage mother, PIAT math scores, region of residence, and whether there are gangs in the 
neighborhood or school.
 for Auto Theft on Criminal Participation/Delinquency in 1998 (NLSY97)(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)















Intercept     2.228** -0.445 1.670 -0.446 0.936
(0.850) (1.168) (1.486) (2.159) (0.867)
perceived prob. of arrest -0.008** -0.001 -0.008* -0.004 -0.008**
    reported in 1983 (in %) (0.003) (0.004) (0.005) (0.007) (0.002)
black                 -0.369 -0.345 -0.231 - -0.091
(0.288) (0.380) (0.451) - (0.250)
hispanic -0.537 -0.116 - - -0.824
(0.529) (0.493) - - (0.569)
poor 0.042 0.040 0.072 0.288 0.322*
(0.205) (0.263) (0.301) (0.405) (0.188)
living with both parents   0.081 -0.295 -0.255 -0.415 -0.038
(0.190) (0.235) (0.283) (0.412) (0.185)
mother graduate from HS -0.071 -0.455* -0.562* -0.252 -0.172
(0.182) (0.238) (0.292) (0.441) (0.179)
father graduate from HS 0.171 0.038 -0.033 -0.129 -0.177
(0.194) (0.258) (0.303) (0.434) (0.188)
age         -0.130** -0.031 -0.121* -0.068 -0.078**
(0.039) (0.053) (0.068) (0.101) (0.040)
rural -0.614** -0.944** -0.706* - -0.005
(0.212) (0.410) (0.409) - (0.188)
central city -0.111 0.162 -0.151 - 0.238
(0.176) (0.222) (0.286) - (0.190)
Log Likelihood -183.0480 -88.3795 -57.8474 -22.0760 -165.8838
Number of observations 380 582 582 582 582
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 13: Probit Estimates of Criminal Participation in 1984-86 (NYS)Crime/Delinquency Average Effect Participation Rate % Change in Participation
(i) Steal something worth $5 or less -0.0207** 0.220 -9.43
(ii) Steal something worth more than $50 -0.0012 0.040 -2.96
(iii) Break into a building or vehicle -0.0044* 0.024 -18.11
(iv) Use force to get money or things -0.0007 0.007 -9.72
(v) Attack someone to hurt or kill them -0.0120** 0.091 -13.08
         perceived probability of arrest for the respective crime.
* Significant at 0.10 level.  ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table 14: Mean Effect of a 10% Increase in Perceived Chance of Arrest (1983) 
Note: See Table 13 for other regressors and coefficient estimates.  Effects are for a 10% change in the
on Criminal Participation in 1986 (NYS)All Blacks Hispanics Whites
A) All individuals
(ii) Prob. of release w/o charge if arrested 29.69 32.90 32.00 28.58
(0.51) (1.08) (1.14) (0.69)
(iii) Prob. of fine & release if arrested 52.47 49.52 55.26 52.64
(0.55) (1.13) (1.22) (0.74)
(iv) Prob. of jail term if arrested 45.84 44.70 50.67 45.71
(0.57) (1.15) (1.24) (0.78)
B) Individuals who reported stealing something worth more than $50
(i) Prob. of release w/o charge if arrested 26.68 27.41 32.89 26.43
(1.67) (3.17) (4.01) (2.32)
(ii) Prob. of fine & release if arrested 47.60 46.04 48.17 47.07
(1.91) (3.86) (4.09) (2.62)
(iii) Prob. of jail term if arrested 46.28 48.86 46.42 46.56
(1.92) (3.79) (4.05) (2.68)
C) Individuals who reported stealing a car
(i) Prob. of release w/o charge if arrested 30.98 27.33 34.12 32.38
(4.07) (8.13) (10.29) (5.78)
(ii) Prob. of fine & release if arrested 38.88 29.44 48.00 39.85
(4.16) (8.92) (10.90) (5.66)
(iii) Prob. of jail term if arrested 46.74 50.11 42.82 46.44
(4.58) (9.39) (9.97) (6.39)
D) Weighted by number of thefts worth more than $50
(i) Prob. of release w/o charge if arrested 31.56 22.60 47.33 24.85
(2.12) (10.38) (19.05) (5.51)
(ii) Prob. of fine & release if arrested 43.29 50.56 42.80 40.47
(2.31) (14.73) (17.02) (7.03)
(iii) Prob. of jail term if arrested 48.13 34.29 61.82 44.53
(2.28) (13.26) (14.97) (7.33)
Standard errors in parentheses.
Table A-1: Mean Perceived Probability (in %) of Punishment (if Arrested for Auto Theft)
(NLSY97)(i) (ii) (iii)
Variable   
Prob. of release w/o 
charge if arrested
Prob. of fine & 
release if arrested
Prob. of jail term 
if arrested
Intercept     32.768** 49.928** 56.356**
(10.099) (10.711) (11.165)
age         -0.094 0.377 -0.200
(0.717) (0.761) (0.793)
black                 2.752 -0.942 -5.064*
(2.382) (2.526) (2.633)
hispanic 4.454* 6.174** 2.236
(2.448) (2.596) (2.706)
living in MSA                          0.018 -2.230 -2.444
(1.844) (1.956) (2.039)
living with both parents   -2.252 1.677 0.370
(1.606) (1.703) 1.775
family income (1000's of $)                         -0.011 -0.038* -0.042*
(0.020) (0.021) (0.022)
PIAT score (percentile)   -0.007 0.047* -0.035
(0.024) (0.025) (0.027)
mother a teenager at birth                               -3.455 -3.838 -1.627
(2.447) (2.596) (2.705)
gangs in neighborhood/school     0.470 -1.905 0.257
(1.541) (1.634) (1.703)
living in South 1.713 -1.748 0.637
(1.933) (2.050) (2.137)
living in Northeast 1.873 -2.787 -5.690**
(2.231) (2.366) (2.466)
living in West -3.124 -2.208 4.157*
(2.173) (2.305) (2.403)
R-square 0.009 0.011 0.015
Number of observations 1947 1947 1947
Standard errors in parentheses.  * Significant at 0.10 level. ** Significant at 0.05 level.
Table A-2: OLS Estimates of Perceived Probability (in %) of Punishment for Auto Theft (NLSY97)